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emphasise that in the pre-Conquest schools, the process of devolu-
tion was well on its way.
In the 8th and 9th centuries English schools and scholars
enjoyed an international reputation. This was the result of the
labours of men like Wilfrid of Ripon, Albert, and Alcuin. The
latter was so outstanding a personality in the history of early edu-
cation that it is worth while summarising his accomplishments in
England and on the Continent. Evidently the prestige of the
school of York had travelled far and wide, for we find that pupils
from other lands were sent to Alcuin to obtain a training which
was not available to them in their own countries. Thus, some time
between 760 and 770, Liudgar and Sigibold came from Utrecht to
study under Alcuin at York. After spending a year in the school,
Liudgar returned to his own home, but he had been so impressed
with the teaching of Alcuin that he obtained permission to come
back and stay another four years at York.
After the death of Archbishop Albert, Northumbria passed
through a period of unrest. One king after another succeeded to
the throne in the space of a very few years. Possibly the ensuing
disorder had much to do with Alcuin's decision to leave the school
of York. He also deeply felt the loss of his bishop and friend to
whom he was genuinely attached. During Albert's lifetime, Alcuin
had accompanied the archbishop to the Continent when the two
scholars went in search of books for the library. In the course of
these visits Alcuin made many friends, and in 781 he became
acquainted with Charles the Great. Charles soon discovered that
Alcuin was the kind of man he required to organise the schools of
his empire. Permission was obtained from the king of Northum-
bria and Archbishop Eanbald for Alcuin to stay on the Continent
and undertake the organisation of the palace school, which was
intended for the sons of the noblemen at the court of Charles.
The Englishman collected round him a band of accomplished
scholars and as head of the palace school acted as a kind of
Minister of Education for Charles. Alcuin returned once more to
England in 790 but he soon went back to France where he spent
the rest of his days. The school of York was always in his thoughts,
as evidenced by the letter of advice he sent to Eanbald about the
reorganisation of the school. In his old age, Alcuin retired to
become Abbot of Tours, where he died on Whit-Sunday, 804.
Many of Alcuin's letters are still extant and show him to have
been a most lovable character who possessed a strong sense of